Native Vegetation Reserve Inspection Report
Client: 			Wenita Forest Products
Liaison Officer: 		James McEwan
Date: 			30th July 2013
Site: 			 Moeraki Bush 
Compartments: 	Not Specified
Size: 			9 Hectares
Criteria: 		4 – 4.5 Very High
Comments: 		The site sits just northwards of Otokia Hill and slopes upwards above the pine forest and the road adjacent to the Palmer Stream. The western edge sits immediately adjacent to agriculture production land. The forest has strong totara and matai presence of various ages and these dominate the northern and central parts of the site. A localised stream runs through the central core which probably feeds Palmer Stream during high rainfall periods. The sub canopy and forest floor were in very good condition with a significant number of species noted. The northern side has been fenced, but a portion of the totara dominated vegetation sits outside of the fence up to the edge of the pine forest.  Its position alongside a small tributary to a wider catchment provides important water services in regards to water quality and aquatic biodiversity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Weed Species: 		No major weed or animal species were noted in the inspection, though the adjacent pine forest showed typical gorse, broom, himalayan honeysuckle and blackberry. No animal species were noted and possum scat or browse was not noted. 
Conclusions: 		This area is of particularly high value due to the number and nature of the native species present on the site. It is highly representative of the typical lowland forest type found in this area. It also has significant landscape and biological connectivity values for the wider landscape context. The importance of the site means that significant care is required during and on the completion of felling adjacent production forestry. 
Recommendations: 	
1. Ensuring edge damage of pinus felling is limited so as to ensure the integrity of the forest fringes.
2. Protecting the bush fringes from invasive weed species once felling is completed and re-sowing is undertaken as part of that activity.
3. Issuing regular hunting permits to keep browsing animal numbers down.
4. Investigation of fencing adjacent agricultural boundaries from stock. 




Figure 1&2 Examples of Totara and Matai found within Moeraki Bush[image: ][image: ]
Figure 3 Example of the strong understorey and ground cover found at Moeraki Bush[image: ]
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